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The Easiest Way.

“Once let the diplomals get hold of
a question,” id John -Hay, “and
there's little chance of war.”

Happily the controversy with Japan
over the alien land legislation enact-
ed in California has been in the hands
of the diplomats from the first. Of
the good faith of both governments
there can be not the slightest doubt.
Mr. Bryan's love of peace and abhor-
rence of war is manifest two or three
times a dav. Viscount Chinda, grad-
vate of an American college, has a
fond regard for our people, and, in
all respects. must know the futility of

any Japancse war with the United
States
Occasional jingoistic outbursts in

Tokve have not disturbed the Japa-
nese government, although they were
doubtless resorted to for domestfc po-
fitical purposes. We are told that the
authority of the Tokvo government
has lessened since the old Mikado died
and that the government and the rul-
ing classes must be more responsive to
the popular will

That should be a deterrent to war,
for in no country have the great toil-
ing masses ever clamored for war. The
struggle for cxistence is keen in Japan,
The inroads of war still are evident in
the reduced circumstances of many
familics, while we are accustomed to
regard the Japanese in a mist of fen-
dal, fatalistic ardor, we cannot be blind
o the increasing socialistic spirit and
ocialism that ever is the foe of war.
We are warned  that “‘the
Japanese when they decide to strike will
strike without warning” An idea pre-
vails that this occurred at the outbreak
of the Russo-Japanesc Hardly.
Japan for ten years had been preparing

often

War.

w fight Russia. Money, men, and arms
were accumulated for the purpose.
Diplomatic relations had been suspend-
ed and all the world koew war was at
hand before the Japanése struck si-
multancously at Port Arthur and Che-
mulpo.

The Russian advance was a military
aggression.  The bear walked like a

man jingled with saber and spurs, and
it was the downward sweep of a mailed
paw over Korea that brought the issue.
But cven then the diplomatists staved
the ofi for months.

Fortunately the sitnation is in their
hands militarists here are as
anxious for peace as Andrew Carnegie,
and there is no evidence that militarists
in Tokyo arc secking to complicate the
problem

If Ship Subsidy, Why Net for All?

Representative F. A, Britten of 1lli-
nois urges the repeal of that clause of
the Panama Canal act which provides
for the remission of tolls 10 American
coasting ships. le not only believes
that this clause contravenes the Hay-
Pauncefore treaty, but that it conflicts
with the treaty with Panama by which
we obtained title to the Canal Zone.

When the canal toll question is taken
up the argument may be repeated that
sach remission is necessary to build
up our depleted shipping. The Amer-
ican merchant marine today is n a
sad state. Since the "70's or "80's the
tonnage has been on the decline, until
now it is but a shadow of its former
self. Answering the question as to
what has brought this about, the Chi-
cago Record-Herald says:

The answer lies in that much dis-
cussed and still unsolved question, the
tariff. When protection to the iron in-
dustry raised the price of rails and
locomotives the increase was added to
the freight rates and the shi paid
it. He had no other choice. But when
this higher priced iron was used in a
ship the freights couid mot be advanced
to cover it, for the reason that the
shipper had an altermative; he could
employ English ships.

The protectionists, cager for an ex-
tra tax on which they could assess the
people, demanded the tariff. The ship-
ping industry had the alternative of a
subsidy—but the temper of the Ameri-
can people with regard to subsidy is
well known. Free ships and free men
form the plea made by some who are
desirous of seeing a greater merchant
marine. The Underwood hill has taken
up free shipbuilding materials in a
way not wholly satisfactory because of
its ambiguous handling. Yet it is a
start and that is much. As o ‘free
men, changes are urged in the present
laws, which will enable seamen to
equalize their. wages, which would re-
move an advantage which the foreign
shipowner has over the American. Our
laws prohibit foreign ships from emter-
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now ;

Former President Taft, Kent pro-
fessor of law, comes to the law stu-

experience. Mr. Taft was not a shrewd
politician, but no one ever has denied
that he possesses a judicial mind, This,
coupled with the fact that now he is in
a position to give frank expression to
his opinions without fear or faver,
makes Mr, Taft a valuable addition to
the faculty of Old Ely.

It may be stated without fear of
contradiction that he is the last per-
son who would use the class room for
the ventilation of his disappointments,
Thus taken all in all, what Mr, Taft
says should have great weight in
training the legal mind. His first lec-
ture was on “Some Questions of Gov-
enment.” He denounced the initiative
and referendum as similar to legisla-
tion during the French revolution and
contrary to the spirit of the Constitu-
tion. He spoke with authority. He
is sound in his advocacy of a graduat-
ed income tax which would include
all incomes of more than $1,000. He
might even have suggested a lower
minimum to carry out his theory that
“evervbody ought to contribute some-
thing in order that he may feel more
responsibility in the government be-
cause of his payment.”

This in good time may become pro-
phetic. The $3.000 between Mr. Taft's
standard antd the minimum now pro-
posed may be the foundation for pro-
viding for the deficit that may follow
the lowering of the tariff rates. This
is ag]ain as it is sound logic, for the
number of incomes between these points
are many, Those outside of the larger
figure are comparatively few. Perhaps
the revenue which the government is
expecting to derive from them has been
greatlv—seriously—overestimated.

Huerta Should “Read Up.”

We are surprised at the wording of
the complaint made by Gen. Huerta 23
to the delay of the United States gov-
ernment in recognizing his provisional
administration. Perhaps by “reading
up” he and hic advisers might become
better posted and save their country
and this unnecessary anmoyance and
red tape. When it comes to facts, we
already have recognized the Huerta
government “de facto,” since we are
doing busines: with the provisional
President. But as to recognition “de
jure” this is withheld for reasons
which should appeal to the Mexicans
with peculiar force.

The republics of Central America,
a few wyears ago, agreed in a formal
treaty, which still is in force, that they
would not recognize any mew govern-
ment which might come into power in
any of these countries either as the re-
sult of a coup d'etat, or in consequence
of a rebellion, so long as the fireely
clected representative: of the people
have not constitutionally organized
their country afresh, Mexico was a
co-signatory to this treaty to which the
United States gave moral support, lay-
ing down a rule of conduct among the
Central American states, Hence, how
can Mexico object to the adoption of
the selfsame reasonable rule between
herself and this country?

France and Our New Tariff.

A great deal of the trouble now
again threatened between the United
States .and France as a result of cer-
tain clauses of the new tariff bill seems
to grow out of the terms of the pro-
posed customs provisions.

If it is troe that the French govern-
ment has notified this government (in-
formally) that the passage of the pend-
ing tariff law will result in difficulties
involving the possible application of
the French maximum rates to our do-
mestic goods, the situation is one that
should find due consideration.

There has been constant difficulty
and friction for the past few years
between our Treasury and those en-
gaged in the French trade. Secretary
MacVeagh's “sample order” and the
“Limoges” problem worked up by the
department officials caused a deal of
ill feeling and trouble, and the applica-
tion of the maximum rates of the
Payne-Aldrich bill was not conducive
to a better understanding.

While this country cannot be ex-
pected to yield to foreigners in the
making of its domestic laws, there
should be care taken_to give mo um-
necessary offense to our commercial
friends abroad. Some day we may
need them as they need us now.

JAMES A. O'GORMAN,

1 thought my femce was twenly feet,
Which wasn't much,

But when I tried Lo make It neat
1 got in Dutch.

1 spread the whitewash on like funm,
Worked very hard.

And In an hour I found I'd dune
About & yard.

1 eyed that fence, despairing wrelch,
Far quite & while.

Its vast expanse appeared to stretch
For half a mile.

And then I threw my brush away,
Abandoned shame,

And went to see the home team play
A corking game.

!mt-rl:l_ Saying.
“Iet me go on the junkets of a coun-
try,” says Senator Wombat, “and I care
not who makes the lawa.™

Must Be Reckless,

“Women, Hke a brave man,’
ed the first chappie.

“That's right," assented the other
chapple. “A feller's got to be reckiess
where women are concerned. If a girl
offern you a kiss, wade right in. Don't
stop to sscertain If her lips have been
sterilized.”

remark-

in Lomndon.

“Well, how's progreas?”
“We hit the prime minister in the eve
yesterday with a rotten apple,” an-
nounced the milltant suffragette, “and
tomorrow we are going to burn the
king's woodshed, If this isn’'t progress,
what s
Semething in Sight.

Guesn my peach tree's on the job

And it fairly makes me screech.

It has grown a mmall green knob
That looks greatly like a peach.

May Win lLater.
"Whal.a the matter, old chap?”
“l have Jost my girl. And that's the
second I have lost this spring.”
“Weil, the baseball sharps all agree
that it's better to do your losing early
in the season.”

May Musings.
The tired business man seems to root
as hard as anybody when at the ball
park,

We suppose there are even people slick
to secure theater ticketz on

H

The mad rush for wealth Is superseded
now by the mad rush for the ball park.
They can't palnt the lly, but look out
for the park bench,
Sometimes the summer squash that you
gught was an onlon turns out to be
, kidney bean or an egg plant.

Wayside Philosophy.
“Easy ‘Btreet must be a nice street to
live on,” remarked the first hobo.
“That's nothing to me,"” declared the
wayfarer. "I never found that
the allay back ot it provided anything
extra in the way of pickinga."

The Amendment Amendment.
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Representative Michael Donohoo of
Philadelphia has only ten children. A
little while ago one of the ten conducted
some quiet experiments with parlor
matches and pleasantly set fire to the
Donohoe house, The fire department
promptly responded, as the papers =ay.

“Well, well,” sald one of the firemen,
when he got into the house and =aw
soma of the family scurrying about, “1
thought from the outside that It was a
private dwelling, but blamed If it aln’t
& schoolhouse."

Representative pﬁi’ Camphbell of Kan-
sas was asked by a colleague what kind

of & man a certain other young Con-
greasman happened to be

“T don't know him well,"” sald Camp-
bell, “but last winter 1 saw & mischiev-
ous boy throw a gnowball at him. In-
stend of chasing the boy or throwing
one back at him, he turned and stared
at him. and exclaimed, peevishly, "How
dare wvou!' That's all T know about
him."

When he wa= & member of the House,
Postmaster Genera! Buorleson was con-
stantly dropping in at the Census Bu-

reau to get advance reports about things
pertalning to Texas agriculture. When
Census Director North was succeeded
by Mr. Durand he told his successor:

*Now, there's a Congressman over
here from Texas named Burleson, who
will be coming around afler Information
that you muy not always feel like giv-
ing out in advance. But you might as
weil do it. When he starts after any-
thing he’ll get i, and you'll save Your-
self a lot of time and trouble by hand-
ing him anything he asks for."\&.

When C. H. Tavenner. one of the young-
est members of the House, was cam-
paigning last fall, he dropped into & Ilit-
tle town where ha was little known, and
which he expected to he carried by his
opponent. A natlve of the place came up
and introduced himself.

“Things are coming your way nlesly'
gaid the native. “You're going to have a
supreme cinch.™

“Well, well,” murmured Tavenner grate-
fully, “that's not only encouraging but
surprising. 1 hardly expected to do much
down here.”

*“Oh yes,” went on the man, “it's golng
to be easy. That fellow Tavenner doesn’t
know the people, and 1 guess he it
much of a fellow, anyhow.**

*“I'm certainly interested in hearing all
this,” sald Tavenner; “the only trouble is
that I'm Tavenner.'"”

Benator Robert L. Owen of Oklahoma,
the part Indian Senator, is a diet hobbyist.
Every little while he takes a notion to
fast for & few days and gives his diges-
tive organization a little vacation. At such
times he will pass up the cholcest foods
the market affords whether he meets
the food in public or in secret. After he
has fasted for a time he then starts in
and drinks great quantities of milk, to
the exclusion of sught else until he can-
not look at & cow without desiring to give
& wild, hysterical scream. His next stage
after living on milk is to get back gradual-
¥ to his regular v dist.

A few months ago. Owen dieted and
carried on with himaself, first losing and
then putting on flesh and de-
sired to know what ailed him.

*“Oh, I'm simply tuning up = bit,” ex-
plained Owen.

Benator Culberson of Texas Iz an au-
therity on civil war history, and though
e was wearing knes pants when the war

broke out. he can trip up uimost any
veteran on the of any engage-
ment. If somebody of John
Emith being 2 in the artillery,

when he was really in the infantry, Cul-
nstantly.
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United States Senator from New York.
ALITTLENONSENSE.  |STATESMEN—REAL AND NEAR
BACKYARD EPISODE. By FRED C. KELLY

n meat! For four years he was so busy
that he did not have time (o sit down!™

Every time he r;wu a letter from
a constituent who seems the least bit
disgruntled, Representative Lindbergh of
Minnesota Immediately writes that man
a letter asking his advice about some-
thing. And no constituent can long re-
main [ll-humored toward a Congressman
who displays his sound judgment by
seeking able advice on the greal ques-
tions of the day.

Although he was the head of big ag-
ricultural schools before he entered the
Cabinet, Secretary of Agriculture Hous-
ton is not himself the gradute of any
such Institution. His speclalty is the
acience of government and economics
He taught economics at the University
of Texas.

Chiet Flynn, of the Secret Service, has
a way of making friends with counter-
feiters he has captured. One of these
has saved his life three or four times

Court Gossip of Interesting

Events on Two Continents

(Coparight, 1913, by A. D. Jascchesn.)

China will have to start on & kind of
standarization of her language, such as
Britain undertook in the fourteenth cen-
tury. It isan't only a matter of words
and grammar; more important are con-
structlon and pronunciation. The English
dislects probably are as divessified aw
any. Put a Cornish miner and a North-
umberiand miner together for the first
time and each would only have a faint
glimmering of the meanipg of the other's
speech. What would the Cornishman
think of “What mak'e’ yan Is sha?" He
would express tha same meaning In
“What be her like then?" (The plain
English is “What Is she like?') A Lon-
for the first time hearing the

a farm laborer's talk; he could ealy get
a glint of meaning here and there.

Pldgin-English has long been the Ea-
pemnto of China. Men from Canton and
a native of Tientain resort to it as the
only possible medium for mutual under-
standing. But here is another device for
the Chinese Parllament: Why not write
the speeches, instead of speaking them?
Not only are the wrilten characters the
same throughout Ckina, but they are al-
mont identical in China, Japan, and
Korea, howaver widely the spoken
words differ. Business men In these
countries, Whoe could not converse, can
communicate easily by letter, and In the
Chinese-Japanese war Japanese and
others could always make Chinese na-
tives understand thelr wants by scratch-
ing \he characters in snow eor sand with
thelr bayonets.

Judging from what has appeared In
more than one prominent organ of the
British press upon questions vital to the
Chinese people, it would seem that ona
would have to return to such hackneyed
queries as “Has China Any Hope ™
The picture Is dark. We are told that
the Chinese have now no hope; thatl
Lhaving dispossessed themselves of what
civilization centuries of Confuctaniem
gave to them. they have net a tithe of
national stamina, nothing either Eastern
or Western to hold on to. The “‘classic™
age, we are told, has been superseded
by the age of the bowler hat and the
fll-Atting frockcoat: law and order are
gone; hooligans and the “"Kaolao-
huel”™ relgn: the government s without
prestige, policy or power. Thus do
observers wrile today wupon current
Chinees topics, Those who see no good
either In Young China. or that part of
0Old China that is left. declare that the
pendulum has swung over so far that
the Chiness people never again will #ill
the position in the family of nations that
they occupled at tha time of the passing
of Manchu dynasty.

It maken sad reading. And it is all
the more sad because, looking over the
surface of the nation, one scea really
many lamentable signs of disruption snd
discord. The whols nation seems to be
divided into two parts: political and non-

by tipping him off to plots t him.

(Copyright, 1913, by Fred . Kelly. Al rights
reserved )

Feats of Memory.

From Tid Bite

Of the maany examples of prodigious
memories which have been recorded from
time to time none, perhaps, have been so
romarkable asx the case of Rev. Thomas
Threlkeld, who was a Presbyterian min-
ister at Rochdale for twenty-eight years
and dled there in April, 1908, at the age
of sixty-seven. Threlkeld's memory first
attracted attention when he attended the
grammar school at Daventry. where he
hegan to make a close study of the Bible.
When a passage was recited to him he
could immediately give it, chapter and
verse, and, on the other hand, if & chap-
ter and verse were given he could at once
repeat the passage.

Both &t Daventry and Warrington,
where he went to finish his education.
his fellow-students dellghted in putting
his memory to the test, and never once
was it known to be at fault.

“In later years,' says Frank Hird In
“Lancashire Stories,'" “Threlkeld was
looked upon as a living concordance to
the Bible in Rochdale and the neighbor-
hood, and hs was constantly asked the
most puzsling questions by his brother
ministers, sometimea actually for Infor-
mation, but generally for mere amuse-
ment. He was never known to be wrong.”

Threikeld's powers of memory, however,

1. The man who is occupled with
unceasing solicitude about the means of
subsistence remains contented within
that limit prescribed to him by his wants
and necessities, hs, together with the
famine-atricken. the halt. the blind, the
maimed, is of the nonpolitical ciass, And
in China there are millions of this class,
men who probably have not yet heard
that the Manchus have been deposed,
or who, having heard, regard Yuan
shih-kal as the heaven-sent Messiah to
carry on the great Celestial mandate
in due accord with universal belief among
the common peopie.

Then there ia In China for the moment
another clasa, the political. This is
composed of Young China and the very
young China. whose chief facully seema
to be to swing from one extreme to the
other. The pessimistic would compare
the affairs of this class to a pendulum
that vibrates continually from one side
to another without making progress In
any direction. Some of this party, hav-
ing found that they have gone too far
in one direction, have speedily recur-
red and now have reached the golden
mean, settling down to solid work. But
there are so many other factions, that
one finds difficulty in a condensation of
the national sffairs, This, however, does
not refer to the governmental party—
such men as Yuan Kal, LI Yuan Hung,

H hsing, Sun Yat Sen, and others of
the more established section, who hawe
not relinquished thelr endeavors to save
thelr country from a last great fall,
which would be the “debach.”™

It Is upfortunate that Europe., during
the past few critieal months has not
been getting the facts of what has heen
passing in China. In the veritable welter
of political chaos and loan affairs, of
oplum lies, reparta that come from the
Chiness press, It Is by no means an easy
task rightly to interpret passing events.

A few weeks ago Europe and America
were Incensed at the atrocious plece of
ravagery, when the governor of Kwangsl
caused some thirty lepers to be driven
into & pit and there shot dowa or burnt
to death. This happened undor Repub-
lican rule, and the governor, whose work
this was, Is sald to enjoy great popu-
larity and the confidence of the troops.
In Szechuen robbers abound: they rule
the officlals, plunder, loot, and murder
at will. They capture the defenceless
gentry, hold them for ransoms and kill
them, If the money Is slow In coming.

In other parts of China the troops are
reported to. be restless. The officials
have no money to pay them, and so they
starl a process of looting.

From still other districts come reports
of tranquillity and prosperity. The peo-
ple are loyal, home and forelgn trade
has been given a boost, and merchants,
travelers, officials, and misslonaries tell
of progress in every direction. There s
& desire for education, for Christiam lit-
erature, for all that would help them
to understand the change and the gremt
possibility that lies before China If peace
prevaile

Such, generally speaking, is the com-
plicated outlook In the country. In the
Yangtze provinceas trade has never been
known to be briskdr, and from the Pa-
cific to Tibet, from Mongolla to Tonkin,
there in & call among the people for
those things best calculated, In their
opinion, to enable them to swing into
line and accomplish the dreams of ma-
terial prosperity that many of China's
foremost men of today unremittingly toll
for.

In the capital Yuan Shih-kal still holds
firm sway. Bome may say he cannot get a
auorum at the Natlonal Assembly, and
it is true that be canool, even on such
an important matller as the proposs:d
Increase of the salt tax. But every day
that Yuan has held the national reins
has made him & stronger ruler. No mat-
ter what might have been sthe case at
the time he took the Presidential chalr,
there is not a foreign student of Chiness
affairs who would not accord him the
honor of being President. and belleve
that he, of all men In China, deserves
the honor. FLANEUR.

Appreciating Art.
From Omahs Bee
Buropean critics never tire of ridicullng
America’s Indifference to art and lack of
artists, They regard us as totally in-

|sensate about such matters, although they

must admit we have same very fine art
collectors. At loast, certain inartistic
Americans have managed to obtain very
cordial welcomes abroad as patrons of
the best and oldest masters. Art, it ap-
pears, in not s0 ethereal as to perish in
contact with the bilighting touch of our
coarse American money. We may not
have the artistic temperament, but we
have what ma to cherish and comfort
it in those who clalm to have jt.

Turning from our illustrious peripatetio
connoisseurs, wWe have s few stay-at-
homes pot so mean In their way. Theyv
display their skill chiefly at the auction
sales, the povelty in which just at pres-
ent I& to see how speedily they may be
held. The record is & recent ono
in New York, at which In fifty minutes
5290000 worth of art was sold. Single
specimens went for as much as $£25000,
20,000, and 00 To appreclate the
American sense of art it I8 necessary to
got the proper viewpoint. With us It s
not so much a matter of temperament As
the ability to bid,

Shy on Beoth.

From Judge. -
“The golden eagle is véry rare, fsn't
nr
“Bul 1 don't find it any more so than
just the ordinary RO bill."™

were not solely concerned with theology.

He also was & linguist, and knew nine or

ten languages, while dates were a

with him, no matter how unimportant.

His knowledge of historical dates, of

chronology, heraldy, and genealogy
iapaed and one of his favorite

“In only one direction,” continues Mr.
Hird, “would this wonderful memory seem
to have been of direct service. relkeld
was one of the managers of g fund for
the benefit of the widows of erian
ministers, sand consequently wag frequent-
Iy appealed to on cirmustances connected
with the lives of dead ministers, and such
was the opinion of his memory that If
the books had been consulied and had
been reported differently the error would
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CANDLES

Old Stwash.™

A candle 18 a cylinder of tallow or
wax, with a wick In it. It is used
principally to show off a rare old or
an expensive new candlestick.

When & candle Is lighted It makes &
tiny, tapering hole Iin the darkness.
This is principally valuable because it
prevenis the passerby from running
into the candles. If the candle is In
good health and is burning well, It
can be detected readlly in a large
room without the ald of a searchlight.

Candles are decorative and romantle,
and also are useful In some forms of
religious worship, but only & hopeless
packnumber would attempt to 1llumli-
pate anything with them. When &
modern citlgen is left in his cozy home
with only & dosen candles bétwean him
and the welvet night, he feels his way
to the telephone and tells the ulltol.:io
light company that uniess it repairs its
circuit in tem minutes he will file suit

for damages.
This Is interesting, because at ane
time in history folks used candles as

a luxury. The rich man stuck candles |

around his home and pufied out his
chest about i, while the poor man

readily realize why Bhakespeare, Rob-
ert Burns, Banjamin Franklin, and BEd-
gar Pos turned oul such poor stuff.

. In those sarly days anly the most de-
termined men ecould do anything by

number today would be cut
wa would have 10 de-




